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Kirby Elenburg lives in Runaway Bay, Texas with his wife Sylvia.  The first time 
I met Kirby I was told he was a truck driver.  He actually is in the Oilfield Service 
business, something to do with water, oil rigs, trucks, and Kirby being the boss/owner. 
He has two hobbies which are playing golf and dog trialing.  Kirby is generous, friendly, 
fun to be around, has is own style of dog trialing attire not indigenous to southeastern 
Oklahoma and thoroughly enjoys his down time at the trials, however, his business 
manner and competitive nature show when he steps into the arena. 

Kirby got started working with the Border Collie dogs after L.H. Wood sold his 
family a dog back in the 80’s.  He did not however start trialing until years later.  His first 
cattle dog was Meg, a female that he bought but never trialed.  “Meg was the best friend I 
ever had; when she died I started looking for a replacement and found Jimmy Walker”.  
Now, did Jimmy replace Meg as Kirby’s friend OR did Jimmy sell Kirby a replacement 
dog? Knowing Kirby it could be either.  Kirby does go on to say that Jimmy had two 
dogs entered in the Sundowner Stockdog Association Futurity and he bought both of 
them. After the first run of the trial Slick was in first place.  Kirby was hooked and has 
been hooked ever since.  He has worked with cattle dogs in competition for four years. 
“Thank you Jimmy Walker”, says Kirby. 

Kirby Elenburg credits Jimmy Walker, Chris Thompson, Paul Gilbert, L.H. 
Wood, and Chester Williams for helping him along the way. These men have been 
successful for many years, which fit right into Kirby’s philosophy and advice to handlers 
just starting out.  He says to figure out what kind of dog suits you, ask questions, watch 



people that are having success but most of all do it because you love it.  Kirby also adds 
that he thanks Sundowner Stockdog Association and its people for their hard work and 
for providing a place for dog trialers to compete and enjoy their down time. 

Last spring when Kirby’s dog, should I say Sylvia’s dog, got hurt at the trial, 
Kirby was very concerned.  We still haven’t decided if his concern stemmed from the dog 
being hurt or having to tell Sylvia about the dog.  You see, she wanted to retire the dog 
before the trial but Kirby thought one more time wouldn’t hurt.  At last word, the dog 
was in the house and Kirby was in the dog house, at least for a while.   
 
There are two things Kirby knows to be the truth. 
1. The best people he knows have dogs. 
2. He really never danced at a strip club. 
(trust me; you would just have to know Kirby to understand) 
 

 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, WINS, PROUD MOMENTS  

Texas Non-Pro Dog of the Year 
Tulsa Open Champion 

Oklahoma State Fair Non-Open Champion 
“Anytime I beat Brent Daniel” 

 
 
 
 


